[Attitudes of parents towards treatment of extremely premature infants].
The aim of this study was to evaluate the attitude among parents of extremely premature newborn children towards fixed lower limits for treatment and towards parent involvement in decisions about the treatment of their child. All parents with extremely premature newborns admitted from January 1, 1992 to June 30, 1994 to the Neonatal Department, Hvidovre Hospital, Copenhagen, Denmark, were asked to fill in questionnaires. The study population comprised the parents of 58 children. The parents of 14 children did not want to participate. Of the remaining 44, 36 children were alive and eight had died at the time of the study. Almost all parents stated that neither birth weight nor gestational age were acceptable as criteria for treatment or non-treatment of premature newborns. This attitude contrasted with the recommendation in 1994 from The Danish Council of Ethics. Half of the parents expressed a wish to be involved in the decisions about the treatment of their newborn child. This attitude agreed with the recommendation from the Danish Council of Ethics.